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Blessings on all of you as we approach 

the celebration of the birth of Jesus.

Little did we think this time last year, that 

we would still be so caught up with Covid 

19 and its variants. I know many of you 

are exhausted having dealt with the virus 

and its consequences in family and work 

for almost two years.

At times we may have been close to 

despair when there seems to be no 

end in sight. The Christmas story gives 

us a reality that is the very opposite to 

despair and one of hope. God has come 

among us and provides hope in the 

midst of despair. To hope is to change 

our experience of the present moment 

into one that is lifegiving, that creates 

possibilities and influences for good 

those we interact with at home or at 

work. We take the example of Mary who 

had to struggle with many challenges 

in her life and received the grace to 

transform these experiences into life 

giving moments. Let this Christmas be a 

time for us to allow the Lord’s grace to 

enter us, to give us the wisdom to see 

the direction ahead and the generosity 

of heart to follow Jesus in the way of 

Mary always open to new possibilities 

with a positive disposition.

I wish every one of you many blessings this 

Christmas and a chance to rest with family 

and friends. Many thanks to all of you for all 

those lives you improve in so many different 

ways. Our hope is that 2022 will allow us to 

be able to cope with the virus and hopefully 

get opportunities to meet up.

‘I have come that you may have life and 

that you may have it abundantly’  John 

10.10.

P.J McGowan.
Chair of Mission Council

Chris tmas 2021
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Marist 
Week 
Ireland
Each year in Moyle Park College, we 
dedicate a week to the founder of the 
Marist Brothers, Marcellin Champagnat, 
and the values he determined. 
Throughout this week different events 
are held to help our students connect 
with their Marist roots, the Marist values 
and each other. This year we focused 
on the Marist value of Family spirit. 

Each morning before school started, 

beautiful pieces of music were played 

over the intercom system and they were 

followed by a daily reflection. Each daily 

reflection was read by a student and 

each reflection focused on the week’s 

theme.

A photography 

c o m p e t i t i o n 

was held during 

the week and 

the theme was 

‘Family Spirit’. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Marist students 

were invited to 

submit entries 

to show family 

spirit around the world. 

This competition displayed the family 

spirit we feel in our communities and 

helped us connect with each other. 

The competition was judged by Marist 

alumni, displaying our connectivity with 

everyone in our Marist family and our 

family spirit.

The new first-year students, who were 

new to the Marist family, were given an 

overview of the history of Moyle Park and 

the Marist Brothers by Moyle Park’s Bro. 

Nick. Here, the first years were given a 

chance to connect with the roots of their 

new community and embraced the spirit 

of family. As well as connecting the first 

years to their Marist roots, a mass was 

held to welcome them to our community. 

They were able to connect with the 

Marist values for the very first time. They 

were taught about the significance of 

being a Marist student.

On the Tuesday of our Family spirit 

themed week, a prayer service was led 

by Father Kieran Coughlan for the two 

exam years: sixth and third years. It was 

nice to see that they were connected 

and addressed as a community. 

A huge part of our Marist week was the 

welcoming of our new Marist leaders. 

Ten senior students were selected from 
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an overhaul of applicants. The applicants 

had to fill in a form to explain why they 

would make a good Marist leader and 

this year’s applications were strong.

A breakfast was held to welcome the 

new Marist leaders and introduce them 

to the year two Marist leaders. The Marist 

leaders coming together to welcome the 

newly inducted leaders displayed the 

welcoming atmosphere and family spirit 

in our school. 

Some of our third-year students helped 

another of our Marist brothers, Brother 

Coleman, plant a new tree on our school 

grounds to mark Marist Week 2021.

On the last day of Marist Week 2021, 

a whole school prayer service was held 

over the intercom due to Covid-19. 

In a regular year, we would have a whole 

school prayer service in our sports hall. 

This year our prayer service was led over 

the intercom and led by our principal Ms. 

Cahalane. Each teacher joined a Google 

Meet and a presentation was displayed 

onto the whiteboards. After our principal 

introduced the prayer service there was 

a moment of silence for a few moments. 

During this time a student from each year 

group lit candles in each classroom of their 

respective year groups. Different students 

did readings over the intercom to connect 

us with our faith.

Overall Marist Week 2021 was a wonderful 

week for our school community and a big 

thanks to all who made it such a success.

James Casey
5th Year Marist Leader
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Marist Solidarity International 
Association celebrates 
100th ANNIVERSARY 

SOCIAL PROJECTS WORLDWIDE

FURTH
To be able to celebrate one's 100th 
birthday is a privilege. In an institution 
like the Institute of the Marist Brothers, 
which just turned 200 in 2017, 100 years 
certainly means old age: that is how long 
the association "Maristen Solidarität 
International e.V." has existed. Compared 
to the periods of time that determine the 
history of peoples and the history of the 
Church, the Marists remain on a rather 
modest scale. But this is entirely in keeping 
with the spirit of their founder, Marcellin 
Champagnat, who defined modesty as the 
fundamental characteristic of his brothers.

Due to the Corona pandemic, the event 

to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 

the Association had to be postponed 

several times and now took place on 

Saturday, 2 October 2021, following the 

General Assembly in the Marist Hall of the 

Seminar and Training Centre Kloster Furth. 

The jubilee of the "Marist Welfare and 

Missionary Association", as it was called at 

the time of its foundation, certainly marks a 

significant point in German Marist history. In 

any case, this is a very important occasion 

to look back on an eventful time. Founded 

after the turmoil of the First World War 

on 5 December 1919 by some confreres 

and Baroness Philomena von Hornstein 

of Further Castle, the association was the 

first legal entity of the Marists in Bavaria. 

For decades, all legal acts of the Marists 

were carried out by the association. 

From the beginning, it also supported the 

missionary work. Even after the foundation 

of the community corporation in 1927, 

the association remained the legal entity 

of the Marists. After the amendment of 

the statutes in 1983 and the laying of the 

foundation stone for the missionary work 

of the German Marists in Roo, Orore and 

Ramba in 1984 (on Lake Victoria in Kenya), 

the Association particularly supported 

In 1919, three Marist Brothers together with Baroness Philomena von Hornstein founded the "Marist Welfare and Mission Society" in the Further Villa.

Excerpt from the founding minutes

Sending the first four Marist Brothers from the Motherhouse in Furth 

to Kenya in 1984: from left to right: Fratres Michael O'Hara, Gerard, 

Andreas and Ewald
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Board of Directors and guests of honour:

Front row from left: Frater Michael 

Schmalzl, Provincial Frater Robert 

Thunus, Deputy District Administrator 

Fritz Wittmann, 1st Mayor of Furth 

Andreas Horsche, 1st Mayor of Weihmichl 

Hans-Peter Deifel.

Back row from left: Pastor Martin Popp, 

Treasurer Wolfgang Laug, Pastor and 

Spiritual Director Peter Nußbaum, 

Secretary Johannes Räpple, Advisory 

Board Member Monika Dierl, Chairman 

Peter Dierl 

(not on the photo, advisor Frater Andreas 

Krupp)

these works. Almost at the same time, the 

tasks of the association and the corporation 

were separated for the first time with a 

new association statute. From then on, the 

association took care of the mission and 

supported the pastoral, educational and 

social works abroad with donations. 

As could be heard in the ceremonial 

address by the current president of 

the association, Peter Dierl, the further 

development of the social projects in 

more than 80 countries worldwide made 

it necessary in 2016 to adapt the statutes 

and the name of the association to the 

changed requirements with "Maristen 

Solidarität International e. V.". MSI: For 

some members of the association, this 

may take some getting used to and at 

first it is not immediately clear why such a 

change was necessary. It means - briefly 

in three words - more content and greater 

significance for all groupings currently 

supporting the missionary work, Marists 

- A clear programme for their mission, 

which can best be translated in Germany 

as motherliness in the sense of Mary. 

Solidarity - Care, compassion, help, 

cooperation, support or "having a heart 

worldwide". International - Marcellin's 

dream and wish: All the dioceses of the 

world come into view! There is the slogan: 

"The name is already the programme" 

and should also be of importance to the 

association in the future!

The channeling of donations to the social 

projects has been optimised. "For a small 

voluntary association, the cooperation 

with our partner FMSI (Fondazione Marista 

Solidarietà Internationale) in Rome is 

indispensable today", said Chairman 

Peter Dierl and added: "This ensures that 

donations arrive in a targeted manner 

where the need is greatest". The focus was 

and is on helping disadvantaged children, 

young people and orphans, true to the 

motto of the founder of the Marist Order, 

Marcellin Champagnat: "To bring up a child 

well, you have to love him." 

Many patrons support the social projects 

with many donations, such as the Marist 

schools in Cham, Mindelheim and 

Recklinghausen - local campaigns also 

contribute to this and are already part of 

a good tradition. Among other things, the 

"Cake for Kenya" campaign of the Catholic 

Young Community (KjG) Furth should 

be mentioned here. But also the Marist 

High School Furth as well as the Catholic 

Women's Association with its many branch 

associations, the pilgrimage women of 

Landshut and the many concerts of the 

Sebastiani - Music and the Liedertafel in 

Furth bring stable proceeds for the benefit 

of the projects - in the last few years an 

average of 160,000 euros and in 2018 no 

less than 313,000 euros. And so Frater 

Robert Thunus, Provincial of the Province 

Europe-Central-West, encouraged all 

donors in his greeting to continue to show 

their openness and solidarity in favour of 

the needy children and young people, 

because the field of action of the MSI in the 

world does not seem to be getting smaller.

By Johannes Rapple - 
Maristen Gymnasium Furth Germany

School feeding in Orore
Greeting by Provincial, 

Frater Robert Thunus
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On 02.10.2021 a great dream of mine 
came true and I set off for Spain to make 
a pilgrimage on the Camino Frances to 
Santiago de Compsostela. And indeed 
it was granted to me to reach Santiago 
de Compostela on Wednesday 03.11.21 
with the feeling of greatest gratitude.

In 2007 I started my dream at my front door 

in Unteregg, a small village in the south of 

Germany, continued walking in stages in 

the following years and in 2017 crossed 

the Pyrenees at St. Jean Pied de Port and 

thus the border from France to Spain. 

Now, in October 2021, it was finally time 

for me to start again. This time it should 

be, the entire route from Puente de Reina 

to Santiago and I had taken 5 weeks.

With heavy rain I drove on Saturday 

03.10.21 with the bus over the Pyrenees 

to Puente de Reina to start the next day 

on the 700 km long way.

The weather calmed down and I was able 

to run at pleasant temperatures through 

the hilly area of the Navarra region in 

the direction of Estella. The next day I 

passed the now famous "wine fountain" 

of the winery "Bodega Irache" near the 

monastery of the same name. Although 

it was only 10:00 a.m., I naturally tapped 

myself a sip of wine in the extra cup I had 

brought along!

Through harvested fields, I passed 

impressive "cairns" and stone sculptures 

that other pilgrims had built before me 

on long winding paths. Arriving in the 

small town of Vianna, I was surprised by 

a beautiful and well-kept hostel and an 

impressive view of the valley of the Ebro.

After Vianna, the road leads towards 

Logrono, and thus to the Rioja wine 

Article about the Camino 
de Santiago - my way 
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region. To my surprise, the grape harvest 

had just begun and the vines hung 

overflowing with large, blue grapes. 

On the way to Logrono, however, the 

path also leads along a highway and 

at the demarcating wire fence pilgrims 

have begun to weave crosses from 

small branches. Over a kilometer one 

passes hundreds of crosses. Through 

me, another small cross has now been 

added.

With most beautiful sunshine and deep 

blue sky I was allowed to walk on to 

Santo Domingo. The church is known by 

the old legend of the so-called chicken 

miracle and still today there is a chicken 

coop in the church with a hagn and 

a chicken. It is said that if the rooster 

crows while you are in the church, the 

pilgrimage will come to a good end. The 

rooster did not crow, but that obviously 

had no effect on my pilgrimage.

However, a fall in which I massively 

injured my lip taught me that the path 

requires my absolute attention and 

mindfulness and is not a walk in the park. 

Fortunately, the injury healed without 

complications, but accompanied me for 

some time.

Having become more attentive, I 

continued my way through the autumnal 

landscape in the sunshine, but I noticed 

that it was now morning frost and I was 

glad to have my hat and gloves in the 

morning hours.

Together with some other pilgrims 

I reached the city of Burgos, which 

impressed by its large cathedral. 

Since I would meet with my daughter 

Helena in Leon 4 days later, with a heavy 

heart I had to take the bus the next day 

and go to Sahagun. In my little pilgrimage 

booklet, the Santa Cruz hostel was 

described very praisingly and in a small 

side sentence it was mentioned that this 

hostel is run by Marists.

I was warmly welcomed there and was 

most pleased when I was offered a 

single room. In the evening at 5:0 p.m., 

the Padres invite us every day for pilgrim 

coffee and we were given the opportunity 

to share and reflect on the journey, our 

motivations and emotions. Afterwards, 

we celebrated a Pilgrim Mass together, 

during which a blessing for the pilgrims 

could not be missing. I am very grateful 

for the experience in the Marist hostel. 

Strengthened, I walked the next day 

through the last foothills of the Meseta, 

a plateau barely covered by trees and 

allowing an endless view into the horizon. I 

sent off several sighs of relief that day that 

it wasn't summer and I wasn't exposed to 

the merciless heat. The road stretched 

for miles through the Leon/Castile region 

along lonely country roads towards Leon.

Leon is a lively beautiful city that also 

impressed with a wonderful cathedral. 

As agreed, I met my daughter Helena 

here and so we moved on out of the 

city together the next day. We walked 

along sunny dirt roads and autumnal 

rows of trees, passing towns that had 

unmistakably Roman pasts.

So we reached the city of Astorga, 

which was already in the Middle Ages an 

important was the Way of St. James and 

today is famous for its cathedral with an 

extremely impressive main facade and, 

of course, the Episcopal Palace created 

by Antonio Gaudi from 1889 to 1913. 

From there the landscape changes again 

and we walked through a hilly landscape 

towards the mountains of Leon. Worth 

mentioning are the churches in the 

villages, which stand out for their 

openwork bell towers - and for countless 

stork nests!

Passing through the village of Rabanal 

del Camino and Foncebadon, we 

reached the so-called Cruz de Ferro, 

located at 1504 meters, one of the most 

symbolic places of the Camino Frances. 

Over a pile of stones rises a trunk 5 

meters high, which carries an iron cross 

at its top. Each pilgrim places a stone 

here, as a symbolic sign of laying aside 

personal worries and burdens.

Passing the highest point of the Way of 

Saint James, we reach the town of El 

Acebo and with it the fertile landscape 

of the Bierzo. Our destination for the 

day was the town of Ponferrada, located 

deep in the valley and known for its 

massive Templar castle. Ponferrada is 

the last major town before Santiago and 

is well connected by transportation. This 

tipped the scales that Helena would end 

her pilgrimage here again and return 

home via Madrid. This decision was 

absolutely correct and nevertheless 

I could separate myself the following 

morning after a last common breakfast 

in the obligatory bar only with difficulty 

from her.

Nevertheless, our ways went now again 

separately and I went in the direction of 

the mountains of Gallicia. In the process, 

I passed through the town of Villafranca 

del Bierzo, which is also called the no 
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Compostela, Here the pilgrims in the 

Middle Ages, who were too weak or sick 

for the crossing of the coming mountains 

were already able to get their indulgence 

from the sin penalties.

Since I felt myself healthy and absolutely 

resilient, this premature termination was 

out of the question for me and I spent 

the next few days pilgrimage through the 

lonely and very cold valley of the river 

Valcarce.

The valley touched me very much, on 

one side the ancient pilgrimage path 

leads through dying, villages with 

collapsing houses and is accompanied 

by a rampant nature on the side of the 

river on the other side the valley is cut by 

the newly built highway and connected 

to modern times.

Just before the border with Galicia, 

one leaves the valley and enters an 

indescribable forest region. I could not 

get enough of the lush forests and the 

autumnal landscape. I had an intense 

feeling that this path has existed for a 

very long time and has been walked by 

people. I felt curiosity all at once to know 

what else this path has to tell me and I 

became a listener and astonished.

Thus, I reached the village of O'Cebreiro 

with its pallozas, old farmhouses that 

indicate the Celtic past. The jewel of this 

place is the church, where I experienced 

an invigorating pilgrimage mass and 

was even allowed to read the pilgrim's 

blessing for the community in German.

Strengthened in this way, I was able to 

set off with confidence on the last 160 

kilometers to Santiago. Through infinitely 

impressive forests with ancient trees and 

foggy hollow ways I let myself be led on 

my way and could not be stopped even 

by the beginning rain. 

If you want to get a Compsotela, you 

have to have walked the last 100 

kilometers demonstrably, which means 

that many "new" pilgrims appeared- but 

surprisingly disappeared again just as 

quickly into the void. Since seasonally 

(early November) many hostels already 

closed, it turned out that I met in the 

larger towns in the evening again and 

again the same people and thus a pilgrim 

group was formed.

So I started my last hiking day 

together with a group of 5 pilgrims. In 

typical Galician weather (rain and sun 

alternating) we approached Santiago 

and were greeted by a rainbow.

The moment when I entered the square 

of the Cathedral after 14 years of walking 

is impossible to describe. Although I 

had approached Santiago on foot and 

in peace, on the day of arrival the city 

overwhelmed me and I was glad not to 

be alone. Of course, we went to get our 

Compostela and after a short break in 

our respective hotels, the 5 of us met for 

the pilgrimage service in the cathedral 

followed by dinner.

I was glad that I had one more day to let 

Santiago "sink in" before I took the train 

back to Madrid to fly to Munich in about 

3 hours!

The warm welcome back home was 

infinitely good and made the Way a 

perfect Way.

If I had to say in one word what the 

pilgrimage has taught me, it would be 

the word "CONFIDENCE".

Renate Hacker 
Cmi Mindelheim Germany
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Attentive Living
Taking time on the 20.11.2021 to 
discuss ‘Attentive Living’.
A beautiful presentation from Leerhuis 
Westerhelling in The Netherlands 
reminding us of the importance of 
Attentive-living, silence, presence & 
spirituality.

For my part, I am convinced that 

'Attentive Living' is the best medicine 

against burnout.

Take care of yourself so that you can 

take care of others.

Take the time for God to be able to share 

his presence afterwards with those who 

seek him.

Take pleasure in God's creation to better 

protect it.

It's like making bread together, kneading 

the dough (presence), letting it sit (silence), 

baking the bread (spirituality), feeling this 

good smell ( to share), in order to finally be 

able to share this bread (community).

This November 20, 2021 we reflected 

and discussed on “Attentive living” 

as a Marist, the importance of being 

connected 'to God', therefore of 

taking the time to listen, to feel the 

presence of God in our lives. . Then 

to live from this presence and with it 

in community.

Nowadays we are called upon 24/7 by 

screens, by our busy lives, by information 

that travels quickly and changes just as 

quickly. How to find a balance?

I do not know about you, but for me to 

be a disciple of Jesus and a Marist is 

to do. To be there for others, for young 

people, to be a “Christian model” even 

if imperfect, to transmit this Christian/

Marist way of live and spirituality.

Jesus taught us: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’

So already if you don't love yourself, how 

can you love someone else?

I run and I do, but am I listening?

Listen to young people, members of my 

family, members of my community, God?

This is indeed the reason for "attentive 

living"

Listen, take the time to pose, to stop, to 

be silent, to have a face to face with God 

and oneself. Find strength and 

peace in this presence.

Pat Divilly tells us in his 

beautiful poem:

"In the silence I found magic

In the silence I found me »

The discovery of Leerhuis 

Westerhelling was a source 

of inspiration. We should 

create more places like this 

so everybody would be able 

to experience “Attentive living”. What 

richness, what beauty, this place invites 

to be spiritual.

Attentive living is one of those things that 

multiplies in sharing. As shown in the 

video on Westerhelling.

This zoom meeting inspired me to make 

“Attentive living” known and to live it and 

share it even more.

It was a real pleasure to meet my Marist family 

from West Central Europe and to share with 

them. I also warmly thank the organizing 

team, great idea and very good work.

Don't hesitate, take a break and ...

Enjoy the silence!

Christine Dispa
Belgium
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During the weekend of Nov 26-
28th, the Province Consultation 
Group met in Dublin to discuss the 
future of the province. 

The group was represented by 

brothers across the province, the 

Discernment working group, the 

Provincial Council, the Mission 

Council, General Councilors Bro. Ben 

Consigli and João Carlos Do Prado 

and Provincial Juan Carlos from 

Maristas Mediterránea. 

CHECK IT OUT! 
IT’S ALREADY HERE! 

The Marist European Region 
premieres a new website 

https://champagnat.eu

Subscribe to the newsletter 
and get to know firsthand 
the news from the current five 
Marist Provinces
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Before You We Stand - 
The History of The Marist Brothers 
in Ireland
For many decades now the Marist 
Brothers around the world have been 
reflecting on how their back story 
illuminates their present and how its 
faithfulness and creativity lights the path 
towards the future. A constant theme 
emerging is that a mission constantly 
transforms itself in accordance with 
the changing landscape and with how 
the mystics in our midst seek to discern 
God’s will and the direction that God’s 
love is pointing us towards.

It was from such prayerful reflection that 

the Marist Brothers in Ireland began 

to recognize the end of one phase of 

their mission in Ireland as they opened 

themselves to new roads that lay ahead. 

One signpost indicated the need to 

honour and remember the rich spiritual 

and educational heritage of what had 

been achieved and to look with warm 

and cold eyes on all that had transpired 

since their arrival in Ireland in 1862. It 

was keenly observed that as Brothers 

died and houses were vacated, an 

archive needed to be preserved and 

the Brothers’ story narrated in a form 

that would interpret the early history 

for those who would be part of its later 

narrative. It was also recognized that 

the time had come for the Institute to 

claim its place in the history of religious 

congregations in Ireland. It was in such 

a moment that the Province of West 

Central Europe through the voice of its 

Provincial and in the name of the Irish 

Brothers asked me if I would take up the 

task involved. After some trepidation at 

the size of the project and a bit of time 

given to see if God in his mercy would 

take me before the work started, I put 

my mind down to it with assistance and 

encouragement from the Provincial, from 

the Irish Brothers and former Brothers, 

from Brothers in Scotland who had been 

formed in Ireland, and from the Provincial 

archivist and archivists in provinces 

around the world where Irish-born 

Brothers had served.

The outline of the story suggested itself 

immediately in the sequence in which 

foundations emerged, initially in the 

west of Ireland and eventually in the 

east: Sligo 1862, Athlone 1884, Swinford 

1901, Castlerea 1903, Bailieborough 1915, 

Strokestown 1928, Our Lady’s Hermitage 

1940, Marian College 1954, Ballina 1956, 

Moyle Park 1957, Farranboley House 

1966, Tallaght 1969, Maynooth 1970. 

And then the layers began to deepen. 

You couldn’t talk about Sligo without 

remembering that a famine emigrant 

from Sligo who became a Marist Brother 

in Glasgow founded Glasgow Celtic 

Football Club. You couldn’t mention 

Bailieborough without picturing the big 

house that became a haven of safety 

for novices in these islands while their 

peers were being slaughtered on the 

battlefields of the First World War. 

You couldn’t mention Athlone without 

remembering the famous Second 

World War Novitiate in which Bro. 

Gerald McTiernan influenced a whole 

generation of Brothers in these islands, 

in South Africa and in Nigeria. And that 

The Marist Brothers were founded 
in France in 1817 as an educational 
congregation dedicated to the education 
of children who would otherwise be 
deprived of an education. They were 
invited to Ireland in 1862 and although 
there were never more than 65 Brothers 

on Irish education and society was always 
larger than their numbers. In one instance 
the story of their arrival and early years 
in Ballina led to a change in the course of 
Irish educational history.

Irish Brothers were prominent among 
the Irish Diaspora abroad, especially 
in the UK where a Sligo-born Marist 
Brother founded Glasgow Celtic Football 
Club. Irish-born Marist Brothers were 
missionary pioneers in Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand and the USA and a small 
number of them were already in China 
before the Boxer Rebellion. 

was not only through the children they 
educated, but also through the men they 
formed as teachers and who left the 
Institute to take up roles in an emerging 
Ireland. 

But this is above all the story of the men 
who stayed, men as recognizable as our 
fathers and uncles, men who gave their 
lives to the Church through a time that 
became increasingly unrecognizable and 
that presented challenges they would 
never have imagined as young men.

Ned Prendergast taught with the 
Marist Brothers in Marian College, 
Ballsbridge from 1977-1999 and left 
there to join the Marino Institute of 
Education where he was associated 
with a project dedicated to Reimagining 
the Catholic School (Veritas, 2003). 
He became increasingly engaged with 
the relationship between faith and 
contemporary culture and contributed 
through his lecturing and writing to a 
range of institutions and publications 
including The Furrow. He ended 
his career as the Director of Faith 
Development with CEIST, a trust body 
for more than a hundred Catholic 
voluntary secondary schools. As he 
approached retirement the Marist 
Brothers asked him to assemble an 
archive of their history, to instigate a 
process of remembering among the 
Brothers and to write their story.    

Front cover, sculpture by Australian 
Artist Mark Rode sponsored and erected 
in St. Mary’s Square, Athlone, by the 
Town Council and the Marist College 
Former Students’ Association, unveiled 
on 28th May 2012. 
Photo Bro. Brendan Geary.
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Ned Prendergast

The words ‘Before you we stand’ are an echo from the 
Memorare, a prayer of the Church addressed to Mary that is 

the spiritual tradition of the Marist Brothers in Ireland and 

men who stood before Mary and with Mary all of their lives. 
It is in that same spirit that the stories of their lives, large and 
small, in Ireland and beyond, are presented to the reader in 
this history of the Irish Marist Brothers.

9 781527 290341

ISBN 978-1-5272-9034-1

Photograph shows, left to right , Brothers Tom Mulhern (1955-2018), Frank McGovern (1925-2008), 
Brian O’Halloran (1929-2004), Enda Gavin (1912-2003) and Vincent Keaveny (1946- ),

gathered around a May altar to Mary in Champagnat House, Athlone.
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Ned PrendergastNed Prendergast
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in turn led to the tracing of the influence 

Irish-born Brothers had, not only in 

Britain, but in places such as Australia 

and New Zealand, early 20th century 

China, the USA and Canada, and, in a 

minor way, Argentina. One of the most 

moving stories was about the Biafran 

War as seen through the Brothers’ 

eyes. What emerged were ordinary and 

extraordinary stories of ordinary and 

extraordinary men involved in ordinary 

and extraordinary feats in ordinary and 

extraordinary times who went about 

their calling under the gentle mantle and 

in the spirit of Mary, governed by the 

humble philosophy of remaining unseen 

and unknown as much as possible.

A huge part of the story emerged 

from conversations with the Brothers 

themselves in which they spoke freely 

about the threads of their lives, the 

seasons of their hearts and the divine 

voice they heard calling them. All of 

our stories are in essence vocation 

stories and the Brothers always display 

a heightened sense of the dynamics of 

being called. So it was that we deemed 

it appropriate to have chapters on what 

it meant to be a Marist Brother, what it 

was like to hear and answer the call, 

what the road to Brotherhood involved, 

and what it was really like to be a Marist 

Brother in the changing seasons of Irish 

experience.

Brothers were not shy in sharing the joys 

and sorrows of their lives: the good days 

and bad; the graces and diminishments 

that accompany the surrendering of 

one’s life to the evangelical counsels 

of poverty, chastity and obedience. 

These joys and sorrows run like threads 

through the fabric of their story, told 

sometimes with characteristic humour, 

sometimes with irony, sometimes with 

regret when lives were circumscribed 

by unsympathetic superiors addicted to 

the polarities of permission and refusal 

that reflected so much of ecclesial 

culture in the decades preceding the 

second Vatican Council. They invariably 

spoke at length of what was the worst 

day in their lives: the day they heard 

that a confrere had been charged with 

the abuse of children in his care. One 

Brother described it as the ultimate 

tragedy for a congregation so devoted 

to the welfare of children. The Brothers 

were very open about the toll the abuse 

story took on their good story, their self-

esteem and the sense that their lives 

had been worthwhile. While the detail of 

the abuse and the suffering the scandal 

caused to good men was harrowing to 

listen to, what I found most extraordinary 

was the way they picked themselves up 

from despair; how they never flinched 

from doing what they thought was 

right; and how they embraced a deeper 

humility and a deeper trust both in God’s 

love for them and in the love for them of 

the woman who stood at the foot of the 

cross. 

As the Brothers looked out on the 

changing seasons, in Ireland, in the 

Church and in the Institute, they spoke 

not so much of their own lives and 

achievements (how easily each of us is 

forgotten – Bro. Mel used to say), as of 

the pride they took in the young teachers 

who now teach in the schools the 

Brothers vacated, the level of pastoral 

care that is now the norm, and the way 

the word ‘Marist’ has been taken over by 

a new generation whose idealism is 

geared to the prevailing times. 

More than one Brother 

expressed the thought 

that if granted one wish 

they would love to 

be young again and 

standing shoulder 

to shoulder with 

the young teachers 

of today who love 

young people into 

life as St. Marcellin 

had envisaged and 

who rise creatively 

to the challenges and 

opportunities the new world 

has to offer.

Although I did not realize it when 

initially asked, a great privilege came 

my way when I was asked to write the 

story of the Marist Brothers in Ireland. 

I had been a teacher for twenty-two 

wonderful years with the Brothers in 

Marian College and it was my hope that 

the respect and affection I had for them 

would be evident throughout the work. 

It was my hope in the end that I would 

be forgiven for being proud of the book 

that emerged, a book more beautiful 

and comprehensive than I thought 

possible but which reached the light of 

day thanks to the annals that nameless 

Brothers kept in the communities, 

the volumes of letters they wrote, 

the stories the Brothers told and the 

countless acts of helpfulness and 

encouragement I was graced with in 

its writing. It is truly the work of many 

hands and I hope that many readers of 

this newsletter will get the chance to 

read it. 

Before you we stand: the story of the 

Marist Brothers in Ireland, is published by 

the Marist Brothers in Ireland and copies 

of its first limited edition are available 

from the Marist Brother Communities in 

Moyle Park and Marian College. 

Ned Prendergast
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Our mission 
in a new era       

Necessity
The concrete situation of our province, 

and in particular the decline in active 

participation of brothers in activities, 

compels us to take a new or renewed 

look at our mission. Can this necessity 

be given meaning? Can the reality of our 

situation transcend the necessity?

Mission, our activities, are an important 

part of who we are. The mission 

touches directly on our identity. In 

other words, if the activities fall away, 

or we are no longer able to participate 

in them, then something is snatched 

from our lives that belongs to the core 

of our existence. Our reason for being 

is gone.

‘Us' here refers to the identity of the 

community. The personal life of each 

brother remains meaningful. Being 

together as a community puts a question 

mark behind it. It is important that we 

pick up the question mark.

It is necessary to ask the question: 

Who are we now and who do we 

want to remain? The need calls for 

a new answer to this question and 

a new look. It is not only about the 

activities, it is also about a new "we". 

The salutation of letters sent in the 

Congregation now speaks of "Marists 

of Champagnat". It is a designation 

for people who are involved in 

activities with the brothers and who 

work together with them.

A development
Until recently it was common practice 

for a school or other activity to cease to 

exist when the brothers withdrew. The 

school ceased to exist or was taken over 

by others.

In the wake of what is happening 

widely in the Congregation, in each 

of the countries of our Province the 

question is now being asked how 

an activity can be transferred and 

how the brothers' connection to an 

activity can continue. Even including 

the question of how the brothers 

remain responsible for an activity. This 

question is taken seriously locally and 

widely in the congregation.

It is a special development, which is 

certainly the result of our awareness 

that it is not part of our life to "just" close 

down or abandon an activity. It is a 

valuable awareness that does justice to 

our reason for existence and thus to who 

we are.

In each of the five countries of our Province, work is being done in one way or 
another to continue our mission in the years ahead.
The coming years may be called a "new age". It will be a time when brothers play 
no, or almost no, active role in the activities that we call our mission.
The initiatives in our countries give cause for hope. Efforts are being made to 
transfer the activities in the form of delegations, foundations or otherwise. It shows 
that we continue to pay attention to an essential element of our lives.
This article reflects on our mission in what we may rightly call a new era.
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What it is essentially 
all about
Until now, we have looked at necessity 

and development from the perspective 

of the lives of the brothers and of the 

people involved in our activities. That is 

meaningful and valuable.

An equally important aspect is the meaning 

that our mission has for the (young) people 

who participate in our activities.

The facilitators of the Westerhelling 

Training House put the core of their 

mission into words:

" We believe that life is a gift in which you 

are invited to connect with who you are 

at the deepest level. Silence, simplicity 

and attention are ways to that end". 

The new words to describe our mission 

are in line with our Marist tradition. 

Hidden in the words is the compassion 

of Marcellin Champagnat. The simple 

sentence says that we are convinced that 

everyone's life is linked to God and that 

it is the task of each person (companions 

and guests) to be attentive to their life so 

that it may blossom.

In short: to be a happy person shaped by 

Him. 

A look at our province

In recent years, steps have been taken 

in the province to provide real answers 

to the questions that arise when we think 

about the future of our mission.

Locally, in each of the five countries, 

energy, vigour and money are being 

poured into a transfer of activities 

and responsibilities. We read about it 

regularly in Being Marist.

The Mission Council is visible and active 

at Province level to coordinate, support 

and offer formation.

The activities of the Mission Council 

are examples of valuable steps that are 

being taken and are worth developing.

In the coming period we need to 

strengthen local initiatives, give the 

day-to-day local leadership a good 

structure, establish a solid network and 

lay a foundation on which "Marists of 

Champagnat" can build further.

What we have to do
• To continue to offer formation in our 

Marist spirituality and leadership.

• To be attentive in our programmes 

to the needs of young people in our 

societies: contemplation, attentive 

living and connection to the "Source 

of Life".

• To appeal to people's strengths and 

qualities.

• To work in dialogue and subsidiarity 

for an intensive cooperation 

between the local activities in the 

province.

• Inviting young people to participate 

in dialogue and to take responsibility.

• Creating the lightest possible 

organisational and financial support 

structure in the province at the 

service of the local mission.

To conclude
The 2022 Provincial Chapter is an 

opportunity to commit ourselves to 

moving into the "new age" in the 

three years that follow. There are 

opportunities in our province to do 

what we have to do. 

The new time will give us a new "we", 

and the name "Marists of Champagnat" 

will give us direction.

We can be each other's companions.

Jacques Scholte f.m.s.
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St Johns RC HS Dundee fundraising for The India Project

Marian College Dublin Team Hope Shoebox 

Appeal Marist College Athlone Marist Week Mass

Moyle park College Dublin Carol Service hosted by Transition year students raising money 
for St Vincent De Paul

Marist Leaders at St Johns RC HS Dundee hosting 
a Christmas fayre in aid of The India Project
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Marist Interview 
Tell us a little bit about 
yourself

Hello, my name is Stefanie and I am 31 

years old. Since September this year 

I have been running the Marist Youth 

House in Mindelheim, Germany, which is 

a great pleasure for me!

Before that, I worked for many years 

with mostly seriously ill or mentally or 

physically disabled children, young 

people and adults. 

In my free time I love to spend time with 

people who are important to me, to be 

in nature, to have nice conversations, 

to share moments, to sing and since 

recently I have a little dog, which enriches 

my life a lot!

How did you get involved 
with the Marist world?

Since 1995 I have lived with my family 

opposite the Marist Brothers in Mindelheim. 

Even as a small child, I and my siblings 

played on the Marist grounds and now our 

youth house is located here. My paths led 

me back to Mindelheim a few months ago 

and gave me the chance of this great work 

here, for which I am very grateful.

What is a funny fact that 
most people may not know 
about you?

I had a sandbox friend and we were 

about 5 years old when we decided to 

get married. So we walked hand in hand 

to the registry office in the town where 

we lived at the time. Unfortunately it was 

closed that day and halfway back home 

we were met by our two very pregnant 

mothers who had been looking for us 

everywhere. We'll get married one day, 

even if it's not with Sebastian.

Who is a person you admire and why?

A very big role model for me is a very 

good friend of mine who I have known 

for many, many years. She goes her 

own way and is so incredibly loving and 

always there for everyone who needs 

her support! I am so grateful for her 

and all the people in my life with whom 

I already share so many beautiful and 

touching moments! Thank you for being 

there! 

What achievements are you 
most proud of in your life?

There were times in my life when I wasn't 

doing so well and I always got back up 

and kept going! 

What is the best part about 
being a Marist for you?

Being able to be who I am and being part 

of a community that has become very 

valuable to me in a very short time! To 

accompany people on their way and to 

be a contact person is one of the most 

important tasks in life for me! 

How would your family and 
friends describe you?

They describe me as very empathetic 

and compassionate, but at the same 

time as "positively crazy", because I can 

be very serious, but also have a very 

childlike side in me that loves to go to 

the playground, for example. 

What is a significant event in 
your life? 

It was definitely the night my grandfather 

died. I was next to his bed all night and 

was with him. Letting go of the person 

who means so much to me was one of 

the hardest and at the same time one of 

the most touching and deepest moments 

of my life.

What has been your highlight 
in your work in Marist mission 
to date?

It is the many "little" things so far ... the 

lovely feedback from students, the 

experiences already shared, my first two 

MarisTables I attended, meeting great 

new people, conversations about God 

and the world ... 

What is your vision for the 
Marist West Central Europe?

I hope that the Marist work will become 

better known in Germany again, that we 

can continue to create many beautiful 

joint projects and that the world will grow 

together a bit more, also through the 

work of the Marists.
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On October 25-27 and 29, 
the International Marist 
School Community gathered 
to experience together the 
Launching of CHAMPAGNAT 
GLOBAL, the Marist Network of 
Schools throughout the world. 
A Network that includes about 
600 Marist Schools throughout 
the 5 continents.

During this celebration and 3 live 

episodes, we celebrated that we 

are part of Marcellin's dream, that 

we belong to a Family spread 

throughout the world and that we 

want to walk together to continue 

strengthening Marist Education.

A wonderful team from around 

West Central Europe participated 

in this week-long event. Led by 

Aisling Demaison our province is 

represented with schools in Ireland 

and Germany. We are excited to 

see what the next steps will be. 
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Chri s tmas 
Prayer 2021

Work of Christmas begins :
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with the fl ocks,
Then the work of Christmas begins:
To fi nd the lost,
To heal those broken in spirit,
To feed the hungry,
To release the oppressed,
To rebuild our world community,
To bring peace where disharmony exists,
To make a little music with the heart.
And to radiate the light of Christ,
Every day, in every way, in all that that we say and do.
Then the work of Christmas begins.

Howard Thurman, adapted


